North Carolina 
REPORTED me 
PREGNANCIES-1993 


NORTH CAROLINA 
REPORTED PREGNANCIES 
1993 


N.C. Department of Environment, Health, and Natural Resources 
State Center for Health and Environmental Statistics 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


N.C. DOCUMENTS 
CLEARINGHOUSE 


MAR 6 1995 


N.C. STATE UBRARY 
RALEIGH 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
James B. Hunt, Jr., Governor 


DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
Jonathan B. Howes, Secretary 


STATE CENTER FOR HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL STATISTICS 
Delton Atkinson, M.S.P.H., M.P.H., Director 


December 1994 


500 copies of this public document were 
printed at a cost of $1,046.50 or $2.09 per copy. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Page 
SDS (1 ECGS BD 1 WK GT KONE ethane cs le ae Rea ao a nee 1-1 
TRENDS AND PATTERNS IN PREGNANCY, LIVE BIRTH, ABORTION, AND FETAL DEATH ....2-1 
SUMMARY OF CHARACTERISTICS OF INDUCED ABORTIONS ........ccccccecceccececceesseececeeceeeesnteeeees 3-1] 
OCCURRENCE DATA 
PEACE OR OCCURRENCE y. o.c. 5 coz oe -feccscnsuscacunasesssvcnsovdesesacitusedosenvarseet vacdpeovunsbivalaravaccunshedvebseaveheness 3-1] 
RA GIMIMYs OF OCCURRENC Bie jose oveccescccecxexcesccssseedscectcvevevotetucsedstins cub bvasuavacdeusaasdeceicsseseussiuctesazseesvave 3-1 
RESIDENT DATA 
PEAGCESOEVRE SIDENGE 2 oteccce® seceracs cect te ccevecnaseescstta raeae hie incn ta cece conc tetanic ee deee decent Mach echne iad’ 3-4 
1 RRVs\( CY Ba Ss RE 5 2 ar FE gir ep ey ee RE Oe Lae | eT OEE RR rE CO a eer n nnn eee 3-4 
JN Gi) By es pont 8 RY a PMR 6 0 PON, 2a AP SSR OTe RTS TSOP oe 2 RP Rn PR tS a ee Tee 3-5 
ED W@AMIO NN BIVIE TUS retest gt ccc 8 cece seek seine aa ane ie os Sock ena cduea cata gach dai becea ewe sea ene dedad hee 3-6 
INPATIENT STA SS acc cree cc cnr sees eeceveeue SOuNe s oec oki sileabadicexcuuodousbueesiisvevsiauealessenchewdhavmeaseewctise 3-7 
INUIMBER-OF LIVING | GHIME DREN oi ccisccsenacesocsescesc5siesncbicncesstosevcesveeevevessnonsadicrsoecsevesvaesneadetesinddessavees 3-7 
PREVIOUS ABORTIONS teccccsscsctec sc sckues ssc aes s0egertacscesereoracecaseaiacsandesesiatsdaaniaassgeacecuadencdcavohes -sdehicasgenscn 3-7 
(Gi) RSG B72 BU ©) NS a 1 nO 3-7 
(GOING 122 Gy REND DLO See SA gr Sr Dr LS 1 3-8 
ABORITONIPRO CEDURES S.ccco-0s5550i03sncoessavssscacedciedscocecseceosciesscsosssaseesdeecdsssccussescctscossevo~ssevesereceseessee 3-8 
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF RESIDENT LIVE BIRTHS AND FETAL DEATHS ................. 4-] 
LIVE BIRTHS 
TREN ern Se ese ats ae Tage isda 2 geese Mate loa vnc cute sce duces bbe davussubviceechedeul iene ace sddcwaewatancvesideetaceds 4-] 
INPATIENT A GE eraser accross du deauaeeeensu tes testes sade os Fava aacnetaas sia sauubediestiaduaiaa ideveweuabsisadassesdoadsaseses 4-] 
WIMIMIAR RIE DMO IPHIERSS: . .cs-3e- secs sascceeseeseses cessececesseccccccsenselensaccseosevecvedssevessrsoeetencsacsbecscstocaseeesecctcosans 4-2 
ES RST eee oe on ee 05 oe 8 0a eats hc cs said Sota ta causat awed badeaasanisasduananenacewoversorsanaanedeeie 4-2 
INOIRRIEIN ACE AT CARE ee Bese a scsa ces ce ee eee ee accent ee eesa nic den vanyiosna abana aganaus ceacd ence uesicenshydaviuneseetiehaaostes 4-3 
FETAL DEATHS 
1 RUN i] Bae ie Sn RPO ac CI Ee OOO PPE Pe rors 4-4 
INVA RIN ATi A GB eee eon oi cis cd a fed sae Daesadaaaseeuenbetuckshadeasceweses gio debeeda duadaavesseechacseeecbacsveuvadeetanetes 4-4 
TABLES 
STATE 


DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES REGIONS 
PERINATAL CARE REGIONS 
COUNTIES 


APPENDIXES 


A. N.C. INDUCED ABORTION CASE REPORT 
B. N.C. CERTIFICATE OF LIVE BIRTH 

C. N.C. REPORT OF FETAL DEATH 

D. DEFINITIONS 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2010 with funding from 
State Library of North Carolina 


http://www.archive.org/details/northcarolinarepO4nort 


INTRODUCTION 


This volume is the fifth pregnancy report for North Carolina. The data of this report include reported 
induced abortions, live births, and fetal deaths. Only fetal deaths of 20 or more weeks gestation are 
reportable. The sum of these events represents total reported pregnancies. 


The following section uses tables, graphs, maps, and narrative to examine statewide trends and 
patterns in pregnancy, live birth, abortion, and fetal death. Subsequent sections of this report examine 
selected characteristics of abortions, live births, and fetal deaths with emphasis on abortions since they 
are not elsewhere reported. Finally, for the state, regions, and 100 counties, one-page tables summarize 
resident abortions, live births, fetal deaths and total pregnancies by race and age for total and unmarried 
women. 


Users should note a change in the case of newborn’s race. For 1989 and prior years, race of child was 
based on race of mother and race of the father (when known). Beginning in 1990, race of the child is taken 
to be that of the mother regardless of race of father. This change serves to reduce the number of reported 
nonwhite births and fetal deaths and increase the number of reported white births and fetal deaths. Users 
should be aware of this change when assessing trends before and after 1990. In 1990, the change resulted 
in 3.5 percent fewer live births and 2.0 percent fewer fetal deaths being coded nonwhite. 


Throughout this report, data year 1983 is used as the base to reflect changes during the past decade. 
Beginning in 1978, abortion providers voluntarily reported detailed characteristics on nearly all of their 
procedures. Corresponding data for earlier years were obtained from a sample and may not be 
representative. 


Hospitals and clinics in North Carolina reported detailed information on an estimated 96 percent of 
all abortions performed in 1993. For those facilities not reporting 100 percent, the characteristics data 
have been expanded in a random manner to agree with each facility’s total number of abortions. These 
adjustments should not seriously bias the results. For live births and fetal deaths, reporting of the events 
is believed to be virtually 100 percent, although the variables include a few unknown or not stated values. 


For the maps of this report, a clustering routine from the Statistical Analysis System (SAS) was used 
to group counties that are “most like each other” with respect to the statistic being examined. This 
procedure may result in very large or very small groups, depending on how the counties differ from one 
another. 


It is hoped that this report will serve many of the data needs of those individuals and agencies 
delivering and/or planning health services for the childbearing population of the state. Your comments 
are always welcomed. You may contact this office at (919) 733-4728, or address correspondence to: 


State Center for Health and Environmental Statistics 
Department of Environment, Health, and Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 29538 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27626-0538 
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TRENDS AND PATTERNS IN PREGNANCY, LIVE BIRTH, 
ABORTION, AND FETAL DEATH 


Total and race-specific measures for each year 1983-1993 are listed in the table below. North 
Carolina's total pregnancy rate has continued to slightly decrease, following an upward trend since 1983. 
This decrease includes both whites and nonwhites. Live births are the greatest contributor to total 
pregnancies, so it is not surprising that the state’s fertility rate has followed the same general course as 
the pregnancy rate showing a decrease in 1993 from previous years. 


The state's abortion rate for 1993 marks the lowest rate for North Carolina in the past decade, due 
particularly to the continued decrease among whites. The abortion fraction, which is highly correlated 
with the abortion rate, rose slightly from 1992 but still remains one of the lowest rates reported in 10 years. 
The final component of total reported pregnancies 1s the relatively small number of fetal deaths. In 1993 
the fetal death rate stabilized following a peak in 1992 for North Carolina and nonwhites particularly. 


Pregnancy Rates, Fertility Rates, Abortion Rates, 
Abortion Fractions and Fetal Death Rates: 
North Carolina Residents, 1983-1993 


1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 
Pregnancy Rate 


TOTAL 802 81.7 818 808 83.2 86.1 87.2 879 85.9 85.4 82.9 

WHITE 723 73.7 743 #723 4744 #275.9 765 77.9 75.7 75.4 73.2 

NONWHITE 101.1 103.0 101.1 103.3) 106.8 113.5 115.2 113.5 112.5 111.4 108.1 
Fertility Rate 

TOTAL 57.7 58.1 596 589 605 624 646 656 638 645 £4624 

WHITE 533 £543 #&£56.1 545 560 573 590 606 588 598 57.9 

NONWHITE 70.2 69.0 69.3 714 £73.0 76.7 80.2 79.6 78.0 77.5 74.5 
Abortion Rate 

TOTAL 21.9 217 -« 2N4, 222% 231 22.1 21.7 21.4 +203 #&20.0 


23.1 
WHITE I86 189 178 175) 179 82 172° 169 65 15.3 ~ 1459 
NONWHITE 29:9", 33.3 30:9 31,0 -.32.9 - 35.7 33.9. 329 335 328 32.6 


Abortion Fraction 


TOTAL 273.6 282.4 264.8 265.2 267.0 268.2 253.1 247.0 249.8 237.9 241.3 

WHITE 257.1 257.0 240.0 241.7 241.2 240.2 224.7 216.7 218.2 202.5 203.2 

NONWHITE 295.6 322.9 306.0 299.9 308.3 314.6 294.7 2894 297.7 2946 301.7 
Fetal Death Rate 

TOTAL 9.7 8.8 8.6 8.8 8.6 8.9 8.7 8.6 8.6 9.0 8.4 

WHITE 7.8 7.7 7.2 7.1 7.4 6.7 6.6 6.5 6.7 6.6 6.1 

NONWHITE 13.8 11.3 11.8 12:5 11.3 13.4 13.0 13:3 12.5 14.1 13.3 


NO 
' 


On pages 2-3 through 2-16, maps and tables show county-specific pregnancy, fertility, and abortion 
rates, as well as abortion fractions for 1993. Fetal death rates are not given due to the instability of the 
county rates for a single year. Users are referred to the five-year fetal death rates published in North 
Carolina Vital Statistics, Volume 1. 


Clustered alone with the highest pregnancy rate is Onslow County; most similar to it are Cumberland, 
Durham, and Vance counties. These counties also had some of the highest fertility rates. Durham County 
had the highest abortion rate and Orange County had the highest abortion fraction. Most similar to it are 
generally the larger, more urban counties. 


Special attention should be given to counties with high pregnancy rates among teenagers (ages 15-19). 
For example, 14 counties all had teenage pregnancy rates at least 25 percent higher than the statewide 
pregnancy rate of 96.4. Some of the highest included Swain, Northampton, Montgomery, Richmond, and 
Halifax counties. The county data from teenagers are shown in the tables on pages 2-7 and 2-8. 


Pregnancy Rates 


Pregnancy Rates 
by County of Residence 


MM 1209 


BM 84.5 to 107.6 
4 75.1 to 83.5 
[| 63.7 to 74.5 
[ | 49.0 to 61.8 


North Carolina 
1993 


Fertility Rates 


Fertility Rates 
by County of Residence 


Ml 1007 North Carolina 
BI 71.7 to81.9 wee 

Ry 59.8 to 70.3 

[| 49.2 to 59.1 


| | 32.6 to 47.2 a 


Abortion Rates 


Abortion Rates 
by County of Residence 


MH 349 

BB 21.4 to 28.2 
$Y 15.1 to 20.2 
[| 12.4 to 14.9 
[__] 5.4 to 12.0 


North Carolina 
1993 


Abortion Fractions 


Abortion Fractions 
by County of Residence 


North Carolina 


313.0 to 383.3 
ca 1993 


BB 256.1 to 329.6 
(8 176.7 to 239.9 
[| 118.4 to 172.3 


[ | 85.1 to 109.6 
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SUMMARY OF CHARACTERISTICS OF INDUCED ABORTIONS 


N During 1993, the licensed facilities of North Carolina reported 34,906 abortions to the State Center 

y for Health and Environmental Statistics, a decrease of one percent over the number reported in 1992. 
As in previous years, women obtaining these abortions were most often white, between the ages of 15 
and 24, and not married. Most had never had a previous abortion and had no living children. The table 
on the next page displays these percentages for each year 1983-1993. 


Place of Occurrence 


The table on page 3-3 details 1993 North Carolina occurrences according to region and county of 
occurrence. Of the 34,906 abortions reported in North Carolina, 99 percent occurred in 10 counties. 
Twenty-three percent of the state total occurred in Mecklenburg, 14 percent occurred in Wake, and 13 
percent occurred in Guilford. 


In 1993, a total of 1,006 or 3.0 percent of North Carolina resident abortees received abortions in 
other states. Of these, 47 percent occurred in Virginia, 26 percent occurred in Georgia, and 23 percent 
occurred in South Carolina. The remaining four percent occurred in Alabama, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Michigan, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Oregon, and Washington. 


The number of 1993 abortions occurring in each North Carolina county is mapped below. 


Reported Induced Abortions 
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Facility of Occurrence 


In 1993, 31 hospitals performed only three percent of abortions occurring in North Carolina. The 
remaining 97 percent occurred in 36 nonhospital facilities. More than a third of the hospital abortions 
occurred in one hospital. 
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Total 
Number 


Residence 
In State 
Out of State 


Age 

14 and under 
15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35 and over 
Mean 


Race 
White 
Nonwhite 


Marital Status 
Married ** 
Unmarried 


Education 
8 and under 
9-]] 
12 
13 and over 
Mean 


Summary of Characteristics of Women Receiving Abortions 
North Carolina Occurrences, 1983-1993 
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Percent Distribution* 


1986 


33,765 
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1987 1988 1989 
35,544 37,629 36,799 
O35) <92'3) 49189 
6.9 ell 8.1 
13 Nes) 1-2 
28.6 284 27.1 
33 la 33:1 33'5 
195 194 19.6 
OZ 035, le? 
6.0 6.1 6.2 
234 235) 23) 
S999 85 8:6 75 
386 404 40.5 
244 240 23.6 
73.7 744 744 
Nea 1.9 1.8 
D5 S10) 1288 
39.3 407 40.4 
3272) 3238), 3033 
12:6" 12:65) 1226 
54.0) 5255) 55220 
DUES 23:65 2523 
12:8 13.6142 
5.4 5.6 5.9 
43.5 453 46.0 
41.1 389 388 
8.4 8.3 7.8 
3.0 33 351 
0.4 0.3 0.2 
93 O2 9] 


*Percentages may not add to 100 percent due to not stated cases. 
** Married includes separated but not legally divorced. 
***Gestation computed from last menstrual period. 
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REPORTED INDUCED ABORTIONS 
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AND COUNTY OF OCCURRENCE 


NORTH CAROLINA, 1993 
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The remainder of the data appearing in this publication will be resident data. The base year 
appearing in the trend graphs is 1983 to reflect changes during the past decade. 


Place of Residence 


During 1993, a total of 3,414 (10%) of abortions performed in North Carolina were to residents of 
other states. Of these, 49 percent were residents of South Carolina and 38 percent were residents of 
Virginia. Tennessee accounted for 6.3 percent of North Carolina's nonresident abortions and Georgia, 
1.6 percent. All other states represented less than one percent of the total. 


Among abortions to residents of North Carolina, the distribution by county of residence varied 


widely during 1993 with all 100 counties represented. The most populous counties accounted for the 
greatest frequencies, as shown below. 


Reported Induced Abortions 
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Race 


Of the 32,498 North Carolina women known to have had abortions during 1993, a total of 17,699 
(54%) were white; 12,846 (40%) were black; 227 (1%) were American Indian; and 1,104 (3%) were 
other races. For the remainder, race of the abortee was unknown. Nonwhite women have higher abor- 
tion rates and fractions than white women (see page 2-1). 
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North Carolina resident induced abortions by race of abortee for 1983 through 1993 are given below. 


Resident Induced Abortions 
By Race of Abortee 
North Carolina, 1983-1993 


Year Total White Nonwhite 
1983 31,892 20,038 11,235 
1984 34,138 20,705 12,825 
1985 32,478 19,648 12,328 
1986 32,849 19,816 12,353 
1987 34,344 20,457 13,346 
1988 36,066 20,988 14,711 
1989 34,907 19,966 14,242 
1990 34,565 19,792 13,764 
199] 34,369 19,453 14,199 
1992 32,730 18,064 14,082 
1993 32,498 17,699 14.177 


NOTE: Race-specific counts do not add to the total due to cases of unknown race. 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS BY AGE OF ABORTEE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1983 - 1993 


Percent 
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The average age of North Carolina residents 30 
having abortions during 1993 was 24.3 years. ia Ne bacartina oe 


The highest percentage of abortions was to Ae ORC URI OE 


women between 20 and 24 years of age. The a. | 


percentage of abortions at younger ages has 25-29 
decreased since 1983. 20) 


The table on the following page shows 
abortion rates and abortion fractions by age of 30-34 
mother for the period 1983-1993. The highest 49 
abortion rate occurred to women ages 20-24. 
The abortion fraction was highest among 
women ages 15-19. | 35 end over 
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ABORTION RATES AND ABORTION FRACTIONS BY AGE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1983-1993 


Age 1983 1984 1985 1986 


Rates 15-19" 36:9 3936) $381 9837-6 
Fractions 3984 416.0 3999 400.6 
Rates 20-24 39.0 414 38.7 38.0 
Fractions DR0!9. 29-3) 2S: 268.7 
Rates 25-90) 296 24 2 22 22a) 
Fractions 189.2 206:1- 189:5- 190.1 
Rates 30-34 $11.8 AXES) 11.8 12.6 
Fractions 187.0 89:0. 174.7 182.9 
Rates 35-44 4.1 42 4.0 42 
Fractions 303.0 292.9 281.5 284.6 
Rates All Ages 21.9 23.1 NF) 2 

Fractions 273.6 282.4 264.8 265.2 


Educational Levels 


The average education level of residents re- 
ceiving abortions during 1993 was 12.7 years. 
Sixty-one percent had at least 12 years of edu- 
cation, compared to 62 percent during 1983. 


Education level has remained a high non- 
response variable in the reporting of abortions. 
Twenty-six percent of North Carolina resident 
abortion reports for 1993 did not specify the 
education level of the abortee. 
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PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY EDUCATION OF ABORTEE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1983 - 1993 
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Marital Status 


Only 20.3 percent of North Carolina residents receiving abortions during 1993 were legally married 
at the time of the procedure. This compares to 25 percent in 1983. Unmarried women (those widowed, 
divorced or never married) constituted 69.3 percent of North Carolina resident abortees during 1993. 


Number of Living Children 


In 1993, 52 percent of North Carolina residents who received abortions had no living children. The 
percentage having three or more living children has increased from 5.8 in 1983 to 6.2 in 1993. 


Previous Abortions 


The issue of repeat abortion is a matter of concern; 37 percent of North Carolina women having 
abortions during 1993 reported at least one previous abortion. This compares to 28 percent in 1983. 


Of the 12,076 women reporting a prior 
abortion, 70 percent reported one, 22 percent 
reported two, and eight percent reported three 
or more. 


Gestation 


During 1993, 87 percent of North Carolina 
resident abortions were performed within the 
first 12 weeks of gestation. Eight percent of 
women obtained abortions in the 13-16 week 
interval, two percent obtained later abortions, 
and the remaining four percent had unknown 
gestational age. In 1983, 84 percent of women 
obtained abortions within 12 weeks of gesta- 
tion. 


In 1993, the percentage of women obtaining 
abortions beyond the 20th week of gestation 
was 0.7. The average gestational weeks of 
pregnancy was 8.9 in 1993. 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY WEEKS OF GESTATION 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1983 - 1993 
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Complications 


Abortion providers report relatively few complications associated with abortion. Compared to 0.8 
percent in 1983, only 0.4 percent of resident abortions during 1993 involved reported complications. 
The most frequently reported condition was “hemorrhage.” 


Abortion Procedures 


Suction curettage accounted for 98.1 percent of all resident abortion procedures reported for 1993. 
This was followed by other procedures not specified (0.9%), saline injection (0.5%), sharp curettage 
(0.3%), and prostaglandin injection (0.3%). No procedures were reported for hysterotomy and hyster- 
ectomy. 
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SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF RESIDENT LIVE BIRTHS 
AND FETAL DEATHS 


LIVE BIRTHS 


There was a decrease in the absolute number of live births of 2.5 percent from 1992, but an overall 
increase of 21 percent since 1983 to 101,333 resident live births in 1993. Here we examine several 
live birth trends that cause particular public health concern because of possible economic, emotional, 
and health consequences to the mother/child. Several other publications available from this office of- 
fer more detail about live births and their maternal and medical characteristics. Region, county, and 
some city data are also available. 


Race 


The table below shows the absolute numbers of live births by race. The white number rose 20 percent, 
while the nonwhite number rose 23 percent between 1983 and 1993. 


Resident Live Births by Race of Child 
North Carolina, 1983-1993 


YEAR TOTAL WHITE NONWHITE 


1983 83,854 57,446 26,408 
1984 85,986 39,399 26,587 
1985 89,39] 61,766 27,625 
1986 90,228 61,746 28,482 
1987 93,481 63,876 29,605 
1988 97,560 65,937 31,623 
1989 102,091 68,455 33,636 
1990 104,439 71,095 33,344 
199] 102,309 695733 33,076 
1992 103,925 70,687 33,238 
1993 101,333 68,960 32513 


Maternal Age 
The graphs on the next page show trends in age-specific white and nonwhite fertility rates. Slight 


decreases since 1990 are observed for whites and nonwhites, ages 15-19, 20-24, and 25-29, while 
rates for other age groups increased. 
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WHITE FERTILITY RATES BY AGE NONWHITE FERTILITY RATES BY AGE 
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Unmarried Mothers 


High divorce rates and the widespread tendency to delay marriage to older ages have both contrib- 
uted to growth in the unmarried female population. In addition, the fertility rate of unmarried women 
has increased. Together, these factors have resulted in a steady rise in the percentage of live births oc- 
curring out of wedlock. 


Beginning at 20.2 in 1982, the percentage of North Carolina live births to unmarried mothers 
reached 32.1 in 1993. By race, the white percentage more than doubled, from 7.1 to 17.0, while the 
nonwhite percentage rose by 35 percent, from 47.8 to 64.5. 


Birthweight 


Low birthweight (5 pounds, 8 ounces or less) is the single greatest contributor to infant mortality 
and morbidity. Thus, it is a matter of urgent concern that North Carolina’s low-birthweight rate of 8.7 
percent in 1993 is the highest observed in more than a decade. North Carolina’s rate is also among the 
highest in the nation. 


Very low-weight births (3 pounds, 4 ounces or less) have also shown no improvement in the past 
few years. The percent of newborns at these weights is 1.8 percent in 1993, up from 1.5 percent in 
1983. 


No Prenatal Care 


Although still representing a relatively 
small fraction of all live births, births to moth- 
ers who had no prenatal care is a major con- 
cern. As shown in the graph, that percentage 
rose sharply from 1983 to 1989. Starting in 
1989, the percentages began a downward 
trend. The decline has continued from 1992 to 
1993 for nonwhites with the percentage fall- 
ing from 2.8 to 2.6. Total percentages and per- 
centages for whites remained steady at 1.3 and 
.6 respectively. 


FETAL DEATHS 


PERCENT LIVE BIRTHS WITH NO PRENATAL CARE 
BY RACE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1983 - 1993 
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As shown in the table on page 4-4, both whites and nonwhites experienced some reduction in fetal 
mortality over the 1983-1993 period. However, the state’s overall rate remains one of the highest in 


the nation. 


This section examines trends in white and nonwhite fetal death by race and maternal age. Race-spe- 
cific fetal death rates for regions, counties, and cities are available in North Carolina Vital Statistics, 
Volume 1. Counties are urged to use 5-year fetal death rates, rather than the less stable single-year 


rates. 
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Race 


Since 1983, fetal mortality (fetal deaths per 1,000 deliveries) has decreased by 21.8 percent in 
whites, while there was only a 3.6 percent decrease for nonwhites from 1983 to 1993. As shown in the 
table below, the number of fetal deaths has increased by 18.4 percent for nonwhites from 1983 to 
1993. For the same period, the number of white fetal deaths is 5.6 percent lower. 


Resident Fetal Deaths by Race 
North Carolina, 1983-1993 


YEAR TOTAL WHITE NONWHITE 


1983 818 449 369 
1984 766 461 305 
1985 775 445 330 
1986 800 440 360 
1987 814 477 3371) 
1988 872 443 429 
1989 899 455 444 
1990 911 463 448 
199] 884 465 419 
1992 948 471 477 
1993 861 424 437 


Maternal Age 


Because of the instability of the fetal death rates by race and age, they are not graphed here. How- 
ever, the table below serves to point up the higher rates among mothers age 35 and older as well as the 
general declines since 1983. In 1993 the rate for nonwhites age 35 and older was 37 percent lower 
than the rate in 1983. However, the overall fetal death rate for nonwhites decreased only slightly from 
1983 to 1993 and the rate for nonwhites ages 20-24 increased. 


Fetal Death Rates by Age and Race 
North Carolina, 1983-1993 
Year 
AGE and RACE 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 


15-19 White 15e 10:5 9.3 T2 8.1 Ted 8.5 9.0 8.0 8.8 7.4 
Nonwhite. 13-2: — OMG 12:5) | 28h 1 0%4, Ge l4:9) 12S 2S aS Aa el e2 


20-24 White 7.6 6.9 7.6 TED 6.2 6.6 5.9 6.2 5.0 7.0 6.1 
Nonwhite 12.8 10.1 11.6 10.8 OS 22 12 ZED OS a2 SaaS Al 


25-29 White 13 6.5 5.9 6.3 7.4 5.9 6.3 5:5 6:5 5:3 4.8 
Nonwhite 122 


30-34 White 7.6 8.2 6.8 TS V2 6.3 5.8 6.1 7.4 6.4 6.1 
Nonwhite 18.5 13.4 11.0 133 138 102 139 144 13.1 16.5 14.5 


35-44 White ilk : 8 : : : : : 
Nonwhite 22.6 20.9 19.3 18.2 18.1 18.5 M67 213 7 2ile3 Dip? 14.2 
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APPENDIX A 


N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
State Center for Health and Environmental Statistics 


INDUCED ABORTION CASE REPORT 


For State Use Only 


. NAME OF FACILITY: FACILITY CODE: 


RESIDENCE CODE: 


. RESIDENCE OF PATIENT: 


STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE 


. AGE OF PATIENT: 4. COMPLETED YEARS OF EDUCATION: 
Senne (circleone) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 


5a. RACE OF PATIENT: 5b. HISPANIC ORIGIN? : 6. MARITAL STATUS: 
O 1=WHITE 0 3= AMERICAN INDIAN (Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, etc.) O 1= MARRIED 0 4= DIVORCED 
O 2= BLACK 0 4=OTHER O NO 0 2= SEPARATED O 5=WIDOWED 
Gl YES (Specify) —— —__— O 3= NEVER MARRIED 


7a. HISTORY OF PREVIOUS PREGNANCIES: 8. CURRENT PREGNANCY: 
(COMPLETE EACH SECTION) a. DATE OF LAST 
LIVE BIRTHS OTHER TERMINATIONS MENSTRUAL PERIOD: 
NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER FETAL/ | NUMBER 


NOW LIVING | NOW DEAD SPONTANEOUS | INDUCED b. DATE OF 
5 


2 eee i= ie ABORTION: 
| DO NONE C NONE 


O NONE 


7b. TERMINATION DATE OF 


c. LENGTH OF GESTATION: 
LAST PREVIOUS PREGNANCY: 


(PHYSICIAN'S ESTIMATE IN WEEKS) 


9a. PROCEDURE THAT TERMINATED PREGNANCY: 


10. COMPLICATIONS OF PREGNANCY TERMINATION: 
(CHECK ONLY ONE) 


(CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) 


1 = SUCTION CURETTAGE 
2 = SHARP CURETTAGE 
= INTRA-UTERINE SALINE INSTILLATION 


oO NONE 
a) 

03 

O 4 = INTRA-UTERINE PROSTAGLANDIN INSTILLATION 

0 

O 

0 

Oo 


HEMORRHAGE 

SEPSIS (INFECTION) 
UTERINE PERFORATION 
CERVICAL LACERATION 
RETAINED PRODUCTS 
OTHER (SPECIFY) 


5 = HYSTEROTOMY 

6 = HYSTERECTOMY 

7 = DILATATION AND EVACUATION 
8 = OTHER (SPECIFY) 


oo0000n00 
anhrwn—+Oo 
hon a 


9b. ADDITIONAL PROCEDURES: OYES ONO 


i) 
Prter' 1891 (Revised 5/93) 


nter for Health and Environmental Statistics (Review 5/94) NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON COMPLETING REPORT 


Distribution: White — State copy; Pink — Facility copy 
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CHILD 


PARENTS 


STATE COPY 


CERTIFIER 


OEHNA 1201 
(Revised 8/90) 
VITAL RECORDS 


APPENDIX B 


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY — VITAL RECORDS SECTION 


Registration 
District No. Local No. 


CHILD'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) 


O Residence 
7. O Otner (Specity) 


FATHER’S NAME (Firat, Middle, Las!) 


% 
MOTHER'S NAME (Firs!, Middle, Las!) 


2a 
BIRTHPLACE (State or foreign country) 


14. 
STREET ANO NUMBER 


1Sa 


sd 


date stated. Signature 


ea 
CERTIFIER'S NAME & TITLE (Type/Print) 


QMO C DO O Hospital Administrator 
O CNM O Other Micwite 
20.0 Otner (Specity) 


OATE RECD BY LOCAL REG 


Ze 


USUAL RESIDENCE (STATE) At 


I centity that this child was bom alive at the placa and time and on the [DATE SIGNED 


CERTIFICATE OF LIVE BIRTH 


IDEN NAME 


y cou! 
3 ee 
15b. 


CK SN Ne 


17b. 


(Month, Day, Year) 


18d. 


O Other Midwite 
12 O Other (Specity) 


21. 


Bo. 


DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) 


QOmM0.000 OCNM 


COLOR OR RACE OF MOTHER (Specity White, Black, American Indian, etc.) 


BIRTH NO. — 132 


DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) TIME OF BIRTH 
2 ES 

CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION OF BIRTH COUNTY OF BIRTH 

Ss. & 


PLACE OF BIRTH: O Hospita! O Freestanding Binh Center 0 Clinic/Doctor's Otfice FACILITY NAME (// not institution, give street and number) 


1. 
DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) 


ES 
CITY, TOWN OR LOCATION 


15e 


INSIDE CITY LIMITS | MOTHER'S MAILING ADDRESS (i! same as residence, enter Zip Coce 
Yes or No) “same") 
150. 16a 16. 


RELATION TO CHILD IF MOTHER CANNOT SIGN 


ves [] xo [] 


We 


ATTENDANTS NAME AND TITLE (if other than cavtitier) (Type/Print) 


SIGNATURE OF REGISTRAR OATE NAME ADDED DATE AMENOED 
Zs. a 2 

COLOR OR RACE OF FATHER (Specity While, Black, American Indian, etc.) 

Ba 


INFORMATION FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH USE ONLY 


FATH 
[FATHER J a ssn 


26d. EDUCATION (Highest Grade Completed) 
Elementary/Secondary (0-12) 


ONo OYes (Specity) 


MOTHER MARRIED [AI birth, conception or between 
birth and conception) 


30. PREGNANCY HISTORY (Complete each section) 
| Lve Births (Do no! inciude this child) 


Now Living, Number O None 


b. OTHER TERMINATIONS (Spontaneous and 
induced af any lime afer conception) Number 


facility transferred from 
Va 


38a. MEDICAL HISTORY FOR THIS 
PREGNANCY 
(Check all that apply) 


Anemia (Hct. < 30/Hgb. < 10)... 

Cardiac disease 

Acute or chronic lung disease . 

Diabetes ..... ‘ 

Genital herpes 

Hydramnios’ Oligohydramnios 

Hemoglobinopathy 

Hypertension, chronic 

Hypertension, pregnancy- -associated 

Eclampsia = a 

Incompetent cervix 

Previous infant 4000+ grams 

Previous preterm or small- for-gestational- 
age infant 

Renal disease 

Rh sensitization 

Uterine bleeding 

None 

Other (Specity) 


College (14 or 5+) 
26c. HISPANIC (Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, etc.) ORIGIN? 


Now Dead, Number 


DATE LAST NORMAL MENSES BEGAN | MONTH OF PREGNANCY PRENATAL 
Eeonin Day, Year) sare BEGAN (First, Second, etc.) 


MOTHER TRANSFERRED PRIOR TO DELIVERY? O NO O YES If yes, enter name of 


38b. OTHER HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY 
(Complete al! items) 


YesO 


Tobacco use during pregnancy .... 
Average number cigarettes per day 


Alcohol use during pregnancy .YesO 
Average number of drinks per week 
Weight gained during pregnancy 


39. OBSTETRIC PROCEDURES 
(Check all that apply) 


Amniocentesis 

Electronic fetal monitoring 
Induction of labor 
Stimulation of labor 
Tocolysis 

Ultrasound 

None 

Othor (Specity) 


NoO 


MOTHER 


77a SSN 


Date of last Live Birth 
(Month, Day. Year) 


O None 


O None (Month, Day. Year) 
none 30 slate) 


INFANT TRANSFERRED? 


37. 


40. EVENTS OF LABOR AND/OR DELIVERY 
(Check all that apply) 


Febrile ( > 100° F. or 38°C.) 

Meconium, moderate/heavy 

Premature rupture of membrane ( > 12 hours) 
Abruptio placenta aoeees gadis 
Placenta previa . 

Other excessive bleeding 

Seizures during labor 

Precipitous labor (<3 hours) - 

Prolonged labor ( > 20 hours) 

Dysfunctional labor 
Breech/Malpresentation 
Cephalopelvic disproportion 
Cord prolapse 

Anesthetic complications . 
Fetal distress 

None a 


Other Soap ar ene 


cS 
’ 


41. METHO! 


Vaginal 

Vaginal birth ater previous Cc section 
Primary C-section 

Repeat C-section 

Forceps 

Vacuum ..... 


NoQ 


42. CONDITIONS OF THE NEWBORN 
(Check all that apply) 


Anemia (Hct < 39/Hbg < 13) 
Birth injury .. 

Fetal alcohol syndrome 

Hyaline membrane disease/RDS 
Meconium aspiration syndrome 
Assisted ventilation < 30 min 
Assisted ventilation 2 30 min 
Seizures 

None 

Other (Specily) 


DATE OF LAST OTHER TERMINATION 


PRENATAL VISITS — Toul Number 1G — Total Number 


27. EDUCATION (Highest Grade Compieted) 
Elementary/Secondary (0-12) —__ 

77e HISPANIC (Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, etc.) ORIGIN? 
CNo OYes (Specity) 


U ¥ PLURALITY — Single, Twin, Tnplet, IF NOT SINGLE — Bom First. Second, Third. 7 
< etc. (Specity) elc. (Specity) 
2 2e 29. 


College (1-4 or 5+) 


BIRTH WEIGHT (Specity) 


awe 1B s«i2 


if yes, enter name of facility transfered to 


43. CONGENITAL ANOMALIES OF CHILD 
(Check all that apply) 


Anencephalus 

Spina bifida/Meningocele . . 
Hydrocephalus 

Microcephalus .. 

Other central nervous system anomalies 


(Seecity) 
Heart malformations 


Otheg circulatory/respiratory anomalies 
Ad 
(Specify) 
| Bectal atresia/stenosis 
Tracheo-esophageal fistula/Esophageal 
atresia 
Omphalocele/Gastroschisis 
Other gastrointestinal anomalies 
(Specity) 
Malformed genitalia 
Renal agenesis 
Other urogenital anomalies 
(Specity) 
Clet lip/palate 
Parma y yncacthy/Acactyiy 
Club foot 
Diaphragmatic hemia 
Other musculoskeletaVintegumental anomalies 
(Specity) 


Down's syndrome 
Other chromosomal anomalies 


(Specily) 


None 
Other (Specily) 


CLINICAL ESTIMATE OF |Did mother have bioo< tes! for 
GESTATION (Wests) Syphilis? (Specity yes or no ) 
x 


ONO O YES 


BIRTHPLACE (State or foremgn country) 


SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER REQUESTED 


ATTENDANTS MAILING ADORESS (Street & Number or Rural Route & Number, City, Town, Zip Code) 


010 


paras S 67% ae 


o> ts, ee 4 me 


mR Soe 


~ hae G 
| ema sees 

met 

Pha om Pape get) ; De a yes 
eee} nee | ae teeta | 
Tet) : — eS | 
" ee lame aie ei. 
ant <a od stare Sele tele  . 
Ts 


ma tei Le 


The 


€ 
"4 


J 
w 
fae) 

4 
ae 
ALS 


— ae 


FETUS 


PARENTS 


CAUSE 


SIGN WITH 
PERMANENT 
BLACK INK 


CERTIFIER 


MOTHER 


FATHER 


MULTIPLE BIRTHS 
Enter State File 
Number of 

Mate(s) 

LIVE BIRTH(S) 


FETAL DEATHS) 
DEHNR 2087 


(Revised 10/89) 
VITAL RECORDS 


APPENDIX C 


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY — VITAL RECORDS SECTION 


Registration REPORT OF FETAL DEATH 

District No. Local No. 

NAME OF FETUS FIRST MIOOLE LAST SEX OF FETUS DATE OF DELIVERY TIME OF DELIVERY 
% 2 x 4 M 
NAME OF FACILITY (iI not institution, give street and number) CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION COUNTY OF DELIVERY 

Sa Sd. se 


MOTHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) MAIDEN SURNAME 


DATE OF BIRTH (Monin, Day. Year) 


ba 
RESIDENCE STATE 


& 
CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION 


7. 
STREET ANO NUMBER 


sa be Ba 


INSIDE CITY LIMITS ZIP CODE FATHER'S NAME (First, Midge, Last) DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) 
(Yes o No) 

be. a. 9. 10. 

PART |. FETAL DEATH WAS CAUSED BY ENTER ONLY ONE CAUSE PER LINE FOR (a). (b). (¢) SPECIFY FETAL OF MATINNAL 


Fetal or maternal condition 
directly causing fetal death 


Fetal and/or maternal condi- 

ons, If any, giving risk to the (b) DUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 
immediate cause (a), stating 

the undertying cause last. 

11. (c) DUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 


PART I OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS of fetus or mother which may have contributed to fetal 
Geath but not resuiting in the undertying cause given in Pant | 


(a) IMMEDIATE CAUSE 


PHYSICIAN'S ESTIMATE | Fetus died before labor. during labor | AUTOPSY (Specily Yes or No) 
OF GESTATION (Weeks) | oF delivery, unknown (Specity) 


Ya 12. Ve 13 

I certity that this delivery occurred on the date shown and that the fetus was born dead ATTENDANT M.0., Nurse-Micwile, Midwile, other DATE SIGNED 
SIGNATURE: (Specity) 

14, Sa 15b. 


MAILING ADDRESS SIGNATURE OF MEDICAL EXAMINER (II delivery not attended by physician) 


15< 
DATE RECEIVED BY LOCAL REGISTRAR | SIGNATURE OF REGISTRAR 


16. 


17a 17». 


INFORMATION FOR STATISTICAL USE ONLY 


RACE — Amencan Indian, 20. EDUCATION 21. OCCUPATION AND BUSINESS/INDUSTRY 


White, Black, etc. u (Worked during last year) 
Elem /Sec (0-12) College (14 oe 5+) Occupation Business/Indusiry 


OF HISPANIC ORIGIN? (Specity Yes 
or No, Il yes, specity Cuban, Merican, 


18. Puerto Rican. etc., below) 19. (Specity below) 
OYes ONo 
Specity 
18a irs a 21a 2b. 
CYes ONo 
Specity 
186. 199. 208. 2c 214 
PREGNANCY HISTORY MOTHER MARRIED? (AI Celery, conception,| DATE LAST NORMAL MENSES BEGAN 
Complete each section Or any lime between) (Yas or No) (Moatn, Day. Year) 
OTHER TERMINATIONS a 24. 
LIVE BIRTHS (Spontaneous and Induced a! MONTH OF PREGNANCY PRENATAL PRENATAL VISITS — Total Number 
any lime after conception) CARE BEGAN — First. Second, Third, etc. (11 none, $0 state) 
Za Now Living 22b. Now Dead 22d. (Do not include this fetus) 25. (Specity) a 
WEIGHT OF FETUS CLINICAL ESTIMATE OF | Oid motror nave blood test for 
Number —_ Number —_ Number —__ ONone GESTATION (Weeks) Syphilis? (Specity yes or no) 
CG None OC None 7. 18 oz pel pe 
DATE OF LAST LIVE BIRTH OATE OF LAST OTHER TERMINATION PLURALITY — Single, Twin, Triplet, etc IF NOT SINGLE BIRTH—Born First, Second 
(Month, Year) (Month, Year) (Specily) Third, etc. (Specity) 
ae Re. a Wd. 


31a MEDICAL HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY 
(Check all that apply) 


Anemia (Hct. < 30/Hgb. < 10)... 
Cardiac disaase ... 
Acute or chronic lung disease . 
Diabetes Eaeee 


33. OBSTETRIC PROCEDURES 
(Check ail that apply) 


Amniocentesis ..... Sieesseeeeeaae 010 
Electronic fetal monitoring. yous saseecse-02E) 
Induction of labor................ 
Stimulation of labor 


35. CONGENITAL ANOMALIES OF FETUS 
(Check all that apply) 


Anencephalus ...... 3 010 
Spina bifida/Meningocele A -.020 
Hydrocephalus....... 030 
Microcephalus ....... soso O43 


Genital herpes .. TOCOIYSIS, «0. sceneatncs Other central nervous system anomalies 
Hydramnios/Oligo! yoramnios Ultrasound ............ 7 5 h 5 
Hemoglobinopathy .. None...... CUS ceuhscneases (Specily) —___ 0s 


Hypertension, chronic. “aa Other (Specify). 070 | Heart malformations ....... 060 
Hypertension, pregnancy- -associated Other circulatory/respiratory anomalies 
Eclampsia ............-.++, sreee 34. EVENTS OF LABOR AND/ONR DELIVERY [Spocily) ee 077 
Incompetent cervix . é wea (Check all that apply) 
Previous infant 4000] grams oe Rectal atresia/stonosis 08 13 
Previous preterm or small- -for-gestational- Febrile ( > 100° F. of 38°C.) .............. 010 | Tracheo-esophageal fistula/Esophageal 
age infant ........... F 130 | Meconium, moderate/heavy .. ...020 atresia ...... - 00 
Renal disease... 140 | Premature rupture of membrane ( > 12 hours) ..030 | Omphalocele/Gastroschisis wales -.100 
Rh sensitization 1§0 | Abruptio placenta....................0.2.2.......040 | Other gastrointestinal anomalies 
Uterine bleeding . caabticaccscaeemaceesssesasal0G) ||| PISCONtA Dravid... 2 Nevinadrecvacraiee 0s0 
None ....... oe : Susaseenenenaet enews Other excessive bleeding - fueteewtacreesenee-c7 O01) (Specity) me 
Other (Specity) Seizures during labor H sacweepas -.070 | Malformed genitalia... 120 
Precipitous labor (<3 hours) A 080 | Renal agenesis...... 130 
31b, ADDITIONAL HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY be orsecrgst a 20 hours) . +e Other urogenital anomalios 
(Complete all items) Breech/Malpresentation .....-...0....00.20+2....110 (Specify) ——___ 140) 
Tobacco use during pregnancy ....... Yes NoO | Cephalopelvic disproportion Se 120 | Clett lip/patate ...... 150 
Average number cigarettes per day __ Cord prolapse ... Rastes 130 Ao dala ee 160 
Alcohol use during pregnancy ........ Yes NoO | Anesthetic complications . becressesectecseest4Gl, | Cludfoot........ 70 
Average number of drinks per week Fetal distress : Diaphragmatic hernia : 180 


Weight gained during pregnancy ___Ibs 


Other musculoskeletal/ integumental anomalies 


Other (Specify) 


5 (Specify) 190 
32 METHOD OF DELIVERY (Check al! that apply) Down's syndrome. <n : 200 
Vaginal . b Other chromosomal anomalies” 
Vagina! bith atter previous C-section . Specil 210 
Primary C-section ...............0..2005 pee) n 
Repeat C-section None....... : : 00 0 
Forceps. x Other (Specity) SS wee) 


Vacuum 
Hyslerotomy/Hysterectomy . 


aide 
; 


7 ey eile il 
(ee erie 


yRigh eae © ra 


(4 «© Ad 


Abortee 


Abortion Fraction 


Abortion Rate 
Age 


Clinic 


Education 
Fertility Rate 


Fetal Death 


Gestation 
Gestational Age 


Hysterectomy 


Hysterotomy 


Induced Abortion 


Live Birth 


Living Children 


Maternal 


APPENDIX D 
DEFINITIONS 
A woman who has received an abortion. 
The number of induced abortions per 1,000 reported pregnancies (live births + fetal 
deaths of 20 or more weeks gestation + induced abortions). 
The number of induced abortions per 1,000 females of specified age. 
Age at last birthday. 


A freestanding facility, neither physically attached to nor operated by a licensed 
hospital, for the performance of abortions. 


The number of years of schooling completed. 
The number of live births per 1,000 females of specified age. 


Death priorto the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother ofa product ofhuman 
conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, as indicated by the fact that after 
such expulsion or extraction the fetus does not breathe or show any evidence of life, such 
as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of voluntary 
muscles (definition adopted by World Health Organization in 1950). Consistent with 
required reporting, this report includes only fetal deaths resulting from pregnan- 
cies of 20 or more weeks gestation. 


Weeks of pregnancy as computed from date of last menstrual period. 
The age of the fetus in weeks. 


A surgical procedure in which the uterus is removed either with the fetus inside or after 
the fetus is removed. 


A surgical procedure that removes a fetus that is too small to survive even with 
extraordinary life support measures. 


The purposeful interruption of pregnancy with the intention other than to produce a live 
bor infant or to remove a dead fetus and which does not result in a live birth. 


The complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of conception, 
irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, which, after separation, breathes or shows any 
other evidence of life, such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or any 
definite movement of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been cut 
or the placenta is attached (definition adopted by World Health Organization in 1950). 


The number of children still living at the time of this event. 


Of or pertaining to the mother. 


Married 


Not Married 


Occurrence 
Perinatal 
Pregnancy Rate 
Prenatal 


Previous Abortions 


Prostaglandin 
Injection 


Race 


Residence 


Retained Products 


Saline Injection 


Sharp Curettage 


Suction Curettage 


Includes women living with a husband and those who are separated but not legally 
divorced. In the case of live births and fetal deaths, the term also includes mothers who 
have been legally divorced 280 or fewer days. 


Includes women who are widowed or divorced and those who have never married. In the 
case of live births and fetal deaths, widowed or divorced includes only mothers who have 
been widowed or legally divorced for more than 280 days. 

The facility, county, region, or state in which the event occurred. 

Occurring at about the time of birth. 

The number of pregnancies per 1,000 females of specified age. 

Occurring, existing, or taking place before birth. 

The number of previous induced abortions the abortee has had. The current procedure 
is not included. 

A procedure that involves injecting a prostaglandin (a substance with hormone-like 


activity) into the uterine cavity through a needle inserted through the abdominal wall. 


Two broad categories, “white” and “nonwhite,” are used. “Nonwhite” is predominantly 
Black (>90%) in North Carolina. 


The usual county, region, or state of residence of the pregnant woman. 
Fetal tissue that may remain in the uterus after an abortion. 


A procedure that entails withdrawing a portion of the amniotic fluid from the uterine 
cavity by a needle inserted through the abdominal wall and replacing this fluid with a 
concentrated salt solution. 


A procedure that involves the dilation of the cervix as in suction, although usually to a 
larger diameter. The fetal and placental tissues are then scraped out witha curette, which 
resembles a small spoon. 


In this procedure the cervical canal is dilated by the successive insertion of instruments 
of increasing diameter. When the opening is large enough, a flexible tube is inserted into 
the uterine cavity and the fetal and placental tissues are then suctioned out by an electric 
vacuum pump. 
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